






The Mondiali Antirazzisti started 12 years 
ago and has grown into one of the world’s 
largest football festivals attracting more 
than 4.000 people every year. It’s current 
home is Casalecchio in northern Italy. The 
teams, male, female and mixed, are com-
posed of fans and supporter groups from 
all over Europe, migrant and ethnic com-
munity organisations, and many others 
who simply love football. 

The diversity of the event has grown 
each year, including migrant teams from 
Ghana, Morocco, Turkey, Nigeria, as 
well as Roma teams from Slovakia, and 
mixed Palestinian and Jewish teams 
from Tel Aviv.

Alongside the football tournament, 
which is non-competitive, other sports 

like basketball, volleyball and cricket 
are played, as well as concerts, debates 
and exhibitions. 

The Mondiali offer important moments 
for debate on various topics, broadcast-
ing of videos and documentaries and 
gives a chance to all groups to bring in 
their self-produced material on anti-rac-
ism in the Piazza Antirazzisti (Anti-racist 
Square). 

The aim is to highlight the campaigning 
being done across Europe, illustrating 
the situations of ethnic minorities and 
migrant communities, and to celebrate 
the diversity of Europe through socialis-
ing together.

www.mondialiantirazzisti.org
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Stand Up, Speak Up

 P Stand Up, Speak up, the 2005 
Europe-wide initiative, brought 

together some of Europe’s finest foot-
ballers in a united stand against dis-
crimination. The income generated from 
the campaign’s iconic wristbands was 
awarded in part to FARE to run a series of 
highly successful activities in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

Its aims were: To establish a campaign 
against right wing extremism and to 
promote anti-racist and intercultural 
dialogue in Polish football. This included 
the monitoring of far-right campaigning, 
the publication of leaflets and posters 
with anti-racist messages for fan groups, 
young people and civil society organi-
sations, support of grassroots football 
amongst ethnic minority and migrant 
groups and educational activities.

To fight nationalism and develop youth 
exchanges in the Balkans and to use 
football as a medium to help overcome 
nationalism. This was the central mes-
sage at the heart of the Youth Camp 

event with teams from Serbia, Bosnia 
& Herzegovina and Montenegro, all of 
whom took part in a festival against 
racism and intolerance in the Balkans. 

To address right wing extremism and 
Roma discrimination in Slovakia. The 
main objectives were to use football as 
an instrument of intercultural dialogue 
and understanding, integrating more 
Roma footballers into Slovak football and 
enhancing the anti-racist fan culture in 
Slovakia. Football tournaments, sports 
days, fan work and the participation 
at international tournaments like the 
Mondiali Antirazzisti all were undertaken 
to achieve this.

To fund small scale activities across the 
region and develop contacts with small 
groups and capacity build them to make 
interventions relevant to their situation.

FARE continues its engagement in 
these areas and in these activities and 
projects. 
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The world of football continues to be 
male dominated. Football is the last 
place where “true masculinity” exists 
and it is expressed both on and off the 
field. Female players, fans, board mem-
bers, and journalists, in contrast, are 
rare exceptions to the rule.

Sadly, misogyny, sexism, and homophobia 
remain ingredients of the “beautiful game”. 
They can be heard in fan chants, in calls 
to female players to undress and by calling 
opponents fags or labelling the referee as 
gay. It can also be seen in photos and post-
ers. When an opposing team or referee is 
called “gay”, many do not even notice any 
abuse. Homophobia and sexism are often 
seen simply as part of the fabric of football.

But homosexuals do exist in sport. The 
European Gay and Lesbian Sport Fed-
eration (EGLSF) is testament to this with 
over 10.000 members across Europe. 

With the help of the FARE network, the 
EGLSF linked up with professional clubs 
with a series of events to discuss the 
issue, with many subsequently signing a 
declaration against discrimination. The 
president of the German FA was present 
at one, expressing his stand on fighting all 
forms of discrimination. In addition UEFA 
put homophobia on its agenda and activi-
ties against homophobia and sexism took 
place at the FARE Action Week 2008.

The power and influence of football needs 
to be mobilised to a wider awareness of 
homosexuality, gender, homophobia, and 
sexism. Fighting discrimination means 
offering specific help or working actively 
with youngsters, fans, players, coaches, 
etc, by setting a positive course. Together, 
we can make this happen. 

www.eglsf.info

Homophobia and Sexism

P In football, racism is frequently on the agenda. 
However, other recurring problems such as 

homophobia, and sexism are often neglected. 
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The network has also co-organized major 
UEFA Unite Against Racism conferences 
at Chelsea (2003), Barcelona (2006) and 
Warsaw (2009).

In addition, the network uses high profile 
football events such as the European 
Championship and the World Cup to com-
municate its aims and objectives, coordi-
nating tournament long anti-racist initia-
tives. Since the 2004 European Champ
ionships in Portugal, FARE has been 
heavily involved in both the World Cup in 
Germany in 2006 and the recent 2008 
Euro in Austria and Switzerland. FARE’s 
Euro 2008 reception event in Basel was 
heavily attended by media from across 
Europe, giving the organisation the oppor-
tunity to showcase details of its Unite 

Against Racism campaign, which included 
a specially commissioned TV spot shown 
at all matches, and pitch side advertising 
boards with the slogan No to Racism mes-
sage at every game. Team captains and 
stewards wore branded material through-
out the competition and over one million 
match tickets featured the Unite Against 
Racism logo. 

Planning has now begun in earnest for the 
next major tournament on the footballing 
calendar, the 2010 World Cup in South 
Africa. FARE will again play a major role in 
helping the world’s governing bodies high-
light and address issues around racism 
and discrimination, and sending a mes-
sage of inclusion and diversity to football 
supporters across the world.

Media and Communication Work

P 
A crucial part of FARE’s role is to bring the issue of racism to 
a wider audience via its media and communications channels. 

Each domestic league in Europe encounters its own unique set of 
issues surrounding the discrimination of fans and players, not to 
mention any issues involving the national team. Members in each 
country monitor such activity, reporting it on Farenet.org, the group’s 
central online hub and then to relevant media in each territory. 
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www.FAREnet.org

Information available in English, French, German and Italian.



World Cup 2010 South Africa

FARE believes the World Cup in South 
Africa is an important opportunity to 
underline the diversity of the game, set-
ting a vision for a sport which could be 
free of discrimination and prejudice. 
FARE is keen to play its part in Africa’s 
first World Cup making the tournament a 
memorable and uplifting experience for 
both travelling fans and communities, not 
just for the month, but before and after 
the teams and supporters have left. The 
Football Unites initiative for South Africa 
2010 is a collaboration between FARE, 
Kick It Out and FURD (Football Unites, 
Racism Divides). Partnerships have been 
developed with a range of key organisa-
tions and individuals in South Africa.

Plans include a Football Against Xeno-
phobia campaign with partners like the 
players’ union SAPFU, a “History of South 
African Footballers in Europe” exhibition 

at the District Six museum in Cape Town, 
together with a programme of seminars, 
films, youth exchanges and township 
events. FARE will work with FIFA and the 
local organising committee to discuss 
support for the coordinated anti-racist 
and anti-xenophobic activities before and 
during the World Cup implementing using 
the successful template delivered at the 
2006 World Cup in Germany. This would 
include collaborative work with both host 
and travelling fan embassies, which were 
well received at EURO 2008 in Austria 
and Switzerland.

EURO 2012 Poland/Ukraine

Monitoring and education about racism 
in Polish and East European football will 
be coordinated by FARE and the NEVER 
AGAIN Association in 2009 to 2012. The 
programme will build on successful 
aspects of past activities, using them as 

a model for other countries in Eastern 
Europe where the problem of football rac-
ism remains inadequately addressed. This 
is particularly significant in the run-up to 
EURO 2012.  Practical working tools will 
be created and used by clubs, commu-
nity groups and NGOs across the region 
ensuring the experience accumulated by 
NEVER AGAIN will be shared with others 
in a sustainable fashion. Incidents will 
be documented through media monitor-
ing, fan websites, fanzines and first-hand 
accounts. NEVER AGAIN  will run a media 
service, feeding information to journal-
ists whilst developing a tool-kit, providing 
clubs with educational DVDs, posters and 
specially-tailored guidelines on actions 
they can take against racist incidents. 
NEVER AGAIN will use its experience as 
a model for NGOs and other organisa-
tions in Ukraine and across the wider 
region to identify new FARE partners 
and provide information and materials to 
be adapted for local use.

P 
FARE’s future activities at the World Cup 2010  
and the EURO 2012
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For  
France

eglsf 
Tanja Walther-

Ahrens
www.eglsf.info

fare@eglsf.info
+49 30 832 10 148

Progetto Ultrà –  
UISP Emilia Romagna

Carlo Balestri
Via Riva Reno 75/3
I-40121 Bologna

Italy

For  
Italy 

Phone: +39 051 236634
Fax: +39 051 225203
info@progettoultra.it
www.progettoultra.it

FURD
  Howard Holmes

Phone: +44 114 2553156
www.furd.org

enquiries@furd.org

Phone: +44 20 7684 4884
info@kickitout.org 
www.kickitout.org

Kick it Out
Piara Powar 
Unit 3, 1-4  

Christina Street
EC2A 4PA London

UK

For  
United Kingdom

B.A.F.F.
Martin Endemann
endi@aktive-fans.de

www.aktive-fans.de

Phone:  
+43 1 713 35 94-93 
Fax: +43 1 7133594-73

fare@vidc.org
www.FAREnet.org
www.FairPlay.or.at

For 
all other UEFA 

countries
�

FairPlay-vidc  
Kurt Wachter 

Moellwaldplatz 5/3 
A-1040 Vienna

Austria 

For Poland  
&  

former Soviet 
Republics 

Phone: +48 603 64 72 28
redakcja@nigdywiecej.org

www.nigdywiecej.org

Never 
Again Association 
– Stowarzyszenie 

Nigdy Wiecej
Rafal Pankowski 

PO Box 6
PL-03-700 Warszawa 4 

Poland

LUDIA 
PROTI RASIZMU

Michal Riecansky
P.O.Box 33

82004 Bratislava 24
Slovakia

Phone: +42 2 16356
   info@rasizmus.sk

Unione Italiana Sport  
Per tutti – UISP

Daniela Conti 
Largo Franchellucci 73  

I-00155 Roma
Italy

Phone: +39 06 43984313
Fax: +39 06 43984320

d.conti@uisp.it 
www.uisp.it

Phone: +33 1 45 08 08 08
Fax: +33 1 45 08 18 18

sport@licra.org
www.licra.org

LICRA 
Sport – Ligue 

Internationale Contre le 
Racisme et l‘Antisémitisme 

Carine Bloch
42, rue de Louvre 

F-75001 Paris
France 

FARE is a partner of the football and 
social responsibility portfolio
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